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OPINION OF THE PRESS.
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We have no hesitation in pronouncing this
bhook to be by far the best that has yet been writ-
tan by a Bengali lady, and we should no more
hesitate to call it one of the ablest in the whole
literature of Bengal.

CaLcorTa REVIEW,
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Basanta Utsab » = % has here and there
passages of such intrinsic poetic beauty and na-
tural worth that w2 have little doubt it will make
its way to every lover of Bengali literature. The .
songs in pp, 8, 21, and 33, and especially the one
in dedication, are truly poetic,and have an exquisi-
tely delicate touch. There is no melodrama in
Bengali, that we know of which isso throughly

chaste and sweet, so rich in charms of Poetry,
and, therefore, none so well caleulated to improve
the taste of the play-going public. We have little
hesitation in declaring that it will, at no distant
date, révolutionize the exsisting style of opera-
writing in Bengali by giving it a healthy tone and
moral vigour which it so much wants, As we read
,i/t, its morning freshness and lyrical sweetness
steal upon us, and we feel as if we wer in a
*‘bubble of visionary happiness” unruffled by the
tempests blowing without. We cordially recom-
mend it to the reading public, and sincerely
congritulate the author on her very excellent pro-
duction. We shall be glad to see it in the hands
of every reader of Bengali literature.
We hear the author is a lady of a very respect-
able Bengali family of Calcutta. Itis customary
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to make some relaxations.of strict eritical«anons
in favour of lady writers. We are not inclined to
countenance such partiality, nor is there any
necessity for it, in the present case Baaomtu,
Utsab can stand upon its own merits.

INDIAN MIRROR.

This charming little work is, we understand, the
production of a Bengali lady, otherwise known as
the authoress of Dip Nirban. It has an immense
interest for us. Written by a lady belonging to
an illustrious family in Bengal, it shows in the
clearest manner possible, the, many advantages
to be derived from a superior order of mental
training among females.

The number of operatic pieces in Bengali is

small, much less the number of good and readable -

ones. But here we have a work containirg a
number of exquisite songs. The scenes are all well
conceived. And we are of opinion that its produc-
tion is a marked indication of a cultivated mind
and refined taste, so rarely to be met with in the
ordinary run of Bengali operas. We may venture
to say Basamto Utsab is the best of its kind in
the Bengali language. The song serving as dedi-
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cationy Lila’s songs of despair and disappointed
love, and those of Sangit and Kabita have a
charming effect upon the reader. The third scene,

Act I, which brings us to the temple of Maya
" Debi with Udasini absorbed in prayer is exquisite-
ly grand. And we can well conceive what a tell-
ing effect it will have on the audience if properly
rr{anaged. From what we have said above we
have no hesitation in asserting that Basante
Utsub is a work of intrinsic merit and that it
differs widely from other works of its class in its
superior moral tone and purity of sentiments and
expression. We heartily wish it may have an
extensive circulation.
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The writer of this small opera is a Bengali
lady who is very favorably known to our readers
is the authoress of Dip Nirvan anovel which
has been noticed at considerable length in a pre-
vious number of this Review. The present work
fully sustains the reputation of its writer. The
subject of the opera isa well conceived story of
two male and two female lovers. The story is told

L]
in an exquisite style. The authoress displays-

high poetical powers and many of her discription
are charming webs of fancy woven by a fine and
subtle instinet of poctry.

This is indeed the best Bengali opera we have
yet seen. lts writer is an honour to her sex and
to her country.

CALCUTTA REVIEW, JANUARY 1881.




fom-33e |

Another good book is before us—Chinna Mukul

a Novel by the authoress of Dip Nirban and

Basante Utsob. The workmanship tloanchout

is exactly what might be expected from so able a

literary artist. It is a pleasent transition to nature

and fancy—to the calm and placid sweetness of

Indian home life from the din and bustle of war,

the gorgéous magnificence and heroic grandeur of

the ancient Rajput Princes of Dip Nirban. A

deep shade of Tragedy pervades the whole of the

book, giving its color to more than one of the prin-

_cipal Characters” broken in here and there by a
faint glimmer of incidental comic scenes which

~ instead of relieving the senses, serves "to thicken
the gloom around. The dialogues “are well sus-
tained. The style is, asis characteristic of this
writer, chaste, clear, sweet, and vigerous. The
book is interspersed with many chwming little
songs, all of which, 1t isa pity, are notset to tune.
Almost all of the characters are exteemely natural
especially Kanak the heroine of the story. She is
an admirable portrait of self-sacrifice and disap-
pointed love. Instances of such grand woman-
heroism and abnegation of self, liberate the fancy
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tion ‘of the writer. She then produced Malati
an excellent novel, in which within a short com-
pass, are vividly protrayed some of the subtlest
workings of the heart. .

Srimati Svarna Kumari Devi’s last published
" work is Gatha, which is now before us. Itisa
collection of four beautiful idylls and as such a
novelty in Bengali literature. Its poetry, as a con-
temporary justly remarks “is the poetry of genu-
ine heart felt pathos—powerful from its soblimity
ahd affecting from its tenderness,’” and its vercific-
ation is delicate and sweet” It is difffeult to
single out any one passage when so many chal-
lenge our admiration. Butthe best piece in the book
is certainly that with which it concludes. The
story on which this truly pathetic piece is based
is very simple. A young man leaving behind his
beloved and charming wife goes to a distant for-
eign country to fight the battle of life. He
achieves success and sets out for home. He, how-
ever, encounters the grave perils of a ship-wreak
on the return journey, and reaches his destination
just iu time to clasp in his agonised bosom the
almost lifeless form of his wife. The feelings and
situation of the unfortunate wife are beautifully
conceived and skilfuly delineated.

The richness of imagination with whith the

» >
»
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pictuve of the final catastrephe is drawn cannot
be sufficiently admired, and reminds us of some of
Byton’s vigorous touches.

It is customary to make some relaxation of
strict critical canons in favour of lady writers.
But there is no necessity for extending this indul.
gence of the productions of Srimati Svarna
Kumari Devi  »  *  «

The works of Srimati Svarna Kumari Ghosal
show clearly that she is well read in both English
and Sanskrit poetry as well asin Europcan works
of imagination ; and we perfectly agree with the
Calcutta Correspondent of the Hindu of Madras,
an extract from whose letter we published in these
cq)]umns'r some little while ago, “that never before
in Bengal did a lady writer of such real powers
and abilities appear, and shed such a lustre on the
literature of her country” as the talented arthoress
of Dip Nirvan, Basanta Utsav, Chinna Mukul,
Mulati and Gatha.

Hinpoo PATRIOT.

Té readers of this Review, the writer of this .
work is already favorably known as the authoress
cf a good. Bengali novel, entitled Dip Nirvau,
and of agoud Bengali dpera entitled Basantu
Utsaw, o
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The work before us consists of four small, love
stories in verse. The stories, we must say, are
all happily conceived, indicating a refined and cul-
tivated taste, a poetical frame of mind and a
sweet, tender, and some times even vigorous, fancy. -
The stories are told in a half lyrical, half narra-
tive style,of which the fair writer seemsto be a
parfect master. Her versification issweet, smooth
musical and eloquent. She appeals strongly to
her reader’s feelings. She describes the miads of
lovers with great skill, and she has also a fine
p?sncil for external objects.

Cavrcurta REVIEW.

s | Mfaftemsid 763 edre, wiae), for
I3, 779 B, antal @ et 17

3073 forgmd-Taen AT iaT Swiaate
st JifaF gedy gxfis Afte
@ % «Fa 9T ¢ ey afve 3z | N
farta, fomgga @ Ml @yl ag e 9 a¥Fet
Aqteal(oe 23rs o ai | wiwa 77 Fes fzoes,
starearg, it alfay e @ wentd
g FHmaaifiem 3Ry o Fladgum -

» )



(14 )

s FfACe w7 AR, o LB gAN AT
@tem w3 vew wra) @ fawady IFaaaiz
%7 ¢ fomtaritarm «fasy frg 27 ang vmfe
w77y @3 T Ifacs I I @, BT oA
@7 T oENT AR 2B, @ 9T @
Awa FrEigadfaf g @ e fifirs 3w
FEA, ©IZF @Y7 23T el |AtE ATFI
NS FFN 1 AferE wiad AR SiEifrtrne s
frrsra SoFIT 230 24107 |

T, (T S2vb g

BIREIN

This book is a novelty in the Scientific litera-
ture of Bengali. It contains a series of essays in
the astronomical, geological and physical spects
of the earth, by a ladyof real powers and abilities.
Srimati Sarna Cumari Devi, wife of Mr Janoki
nath Ghosol, is well known to the literary world.

The book before us opens with alearned essay
in the study of Science, in which the writer gives
»a clear explanation of Bacon's theory of induction
and traces the rise and development of astronomy
geology in Europe, She frequently compares the




astronomical theories of Europe with those of Hin-
doo astronomy.

The early chapters treat of the fundamental
physical phenomena such as the solar system, the
motions of the earth and the seasons. To eluce--

- date the solar system, a clear explanation of New-
ton’s laws of universal gravitation and of motion
has been given. Later on the authoress enters way
fully into the origin and structure of the earth’s
surface.  She also touches upon the varions theor-
igs regarding the interior of the earth. The con-
cluding chapter is devoted to the discussion of the
poussible end of the earth.

The writer brings a great rescarch and vast
information to bear upou her ook. Al the dif- -
ticult theories of the European astronomers and
geologists have been explained in a clare chaste,
and vigorous style. She has introduced many
Scientific terms into the Bengali language. The
work does great credit to the writer. We have
no hesitation in saying that this is the best book
in popular astronomy and geology in the Bengali
language.

THE STATESMAN AXND FRIEND OF INDIA.
Thursday, May 24 1883.

Ia——
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This is a book on Astronomy, Geology &e.
It consists of an Introduction andof nine chapters.
The first two chapters are astronomical treaties
of universal gravitation, centripetal and centrifugal
forces, the solar system the milky way, the fixed
stars, the planets, the satellites, the comets &e.
and of the size, figure, and movements of the earth.
The third chapter treats of the origin of the Earth,
and gives a short account of the views of Kant. Sir
William Herschell, Laplace, Sir William Thomsor!
and Helmholtj. The fourth, fifth, sixth, soventh’
and eighth chapters are = li:ii 41, treating of the
origin and formation of the crust of the earth of
. the different geoliwsical epochs and of the state of
- the intetior at the earth. The last or ninth chap-
ter is a speculation on the final condition of the
earth—or, in other words, of its natural death.
In the Introduction, the authoress gives a short
account of the origin of history of science in India
and in Europe, and, also of the progress nod me-
thods (Induction and Deduction ) of modern sci-
ence. The book is written in a very clear and
simple style. On the whole, it is perhaps the best
book in Bengalion the subjects of which it treats."
the astronomical chapters give a very accurate ‘
account of the relation .and revolution of the
earth, of the precession of the Equinoxes, &c.



(19)

ced her literary career six years ago nor her other
works which followed one another in rapid success-
ion disclosed the name of their writer, And as these
books possessed great merits and gave promise of -
future excellence, speculation was naturally rife

“asto their authorship. We set all the specula-

tion at test by announcing the name of this fair
writer, an annowncement which as might be ex-
pected created much interest. The public saw
now a zenana lady, who had never been in any
school, or mixed in society, could write books in a
chaste and vigorous style, dilincating some of the
sublest working of the human heart and display-

" ing admirable depth and purity of thought. Srima-

ti Svarno Kumari Devi, indeed, is an ornament to
her sex and to her country.

We are very glad to see that this talented au-
thoress does not allow her powers to remain idle.
Her last production—the work before us—tully
sustains her reputation.  She had previously writ-
ten romances and tales, poetical and operatic
pieces. This might have led the public to sup-
pose that her powers did not go beyond the field

- of imagination. If such an impression was created,

it would be removed by the present work which *
treats of scientific subjects. © The “Prithivi,”
which is the first Scientfic work written by a Ben:

»
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of a series of
i time within,
pages of the

g lady, is a collection and rep
papers that appeared from ti:
the last two or three years in

. well known Bengali periodicals—tit: Tatwabodhini

Patrica and the Bharati. The authoress informs
us in the preface that those papers have been carg
fiilly revised amd in many places intirely re-writd

- ten, The introduction to the book is worth mo@

~ than a passing notice. It bears testimony to the

extent of the fair writer's sanskrit learning. 8
points out that India was the birth-place of scié
ence, and that even in the Vedic times we find§

“indications of the scientific acquirements of oué

fore-fathers. The Ancient Indians diligently cul{

o tivated astronomy at least three thousand years'

before the commencement of the Christian era;
and it was from ‘here that $he cultivation of this
science gradually extended to Chaldea, Egypt,
and Greece. The law that th: sun stands motion:
less in the centre while the carth and the other:
planets revolve about it was made known in
Furope by copernicus in the sixteenth century ;!
but Sirmati Surno Kumari Devi quotes a passage’
of Arya Bhatta's works which proves conclusively;
that the law.was known in India more than;
2 thousand years before its discovery in Europe.?
Then, She gives us a sloka from the Martundys"

5
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